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Starting	Points	

Here is a list of some of our recommended sources to 
begin researching with.  

	
Wall Street Journal   

http://online.wsj.com/home-page     
 
Time Magazine  

http://time.com/     
National Geographic 

 http://www.nationalgeographic.com/       
Foreign Policy Magazine  

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/    
Al-Jazeera 

 http://www.aljazeera.com/    
TedTalks 

 https://www.ted.com/topics/global+issues   
Google Scholar   

http://scholar.google.com/     
Pandexio  

http://pandexio.com/for-individuals/   
 
	

 

Columbia International Affairs Online  

http://www.ciaonet.org/  

Institute for Policy Studies 

http://www.ips-dc.org/     
The Economist 

http://www.economist.com/  

Foreign Affairs–Council on Foreign 
Relations 

 http://www.foreignaffairs.com/     
BBC  

http://www.bbc.com/  

The Guardian  
http://www.theguardian.com/world    

 
 
	



	
	
	 	

Preparation	

Research  

The first thing you should consider when you receive your country and committee 
assignment.  

Topic Synopsis  

This was prepared for you by the chair to give an overview of the topic(s). The synopses 
include not only overviews on the specific issues that will be discussed and debated in 
committee, but they also provide insight into how committee will  be structurally speaking. 
Questions to consider, which are included in these papers, are important queries to take into 
consideration when formulating ideas  on policy and possible solutions. However, 
understand that these synopses are  meant to be helpful in beginning to prepare, and should 
not be the sole source  for your knowledge of the topics.  

Country Policy  

Learn about your country. Understanding your country’s stance on the topics being 
debated is crucial. Research the position of not only your country on specific ideas, but also 
in the face of other nations’ policies. Be knowledgeable on the dynamics of how your 
country works with others and specific relationships it shares. You cannot have viable and 
cohesive solutions without understanding the position of your country to begin with.  

Topics of Debate  

Researching your individual topics should be the most comprehensive element of your 
preparation. Study the topics’ histories as well as current events unfolding  related to your 
assigned topics. Work to understand the topic on a macro-scale and how it relates to the 
entire international community, and from there work inwards to the specific perspective of 
your nation. From there, you’ll be able to  formulate solutions and ideas for committee that 
will be universally applicable yet on policy for your own nation to be proposing. Be sure to 
have thorough sources  for your information, as substance and concrete facts are considered 
to be of  the utmost importance at LAIMUN. Without research and knowledge to back up a 
delegate’s proposals, his participation is virtually worthless.  

 



  



How	to	Write	a	Resolution	

Sponsors: List of countries who authored the resolution (For dockets, your nation should 
be the only sponsor of your resolution)   
Signatories: List of countries who wish to see your resolution debated (Not applicable for 
dockets, only for resolutions or amendments written on the floor of committee)  
Committee: Insert the name or acronym for your committee 
 Topic: Insert the title of the topic as it is listed on your Topic Synopsis  

Insert the title of your resolution 

Address your resolution to the forum that corresponds to your committee,  

Now, insert the perambulatory clauses: the statements that open the resolution and set up 
the operative statements. They begin with italicized verbs in the gerund form, like 
"recognizing" or "recalling". They end with commas. They do not take action to solve the 
problem; the solutions are left to the operatives. The purpose of perambulatory clauses is 
to acknowledge the facts of the problem at hand and previous measures that have been 
taken to solve the problem, so that there is appropriate context for your actual operatives.  

Next come the operative clauses. These numbered statements are the measures to 
achieve the goals that your resolution is trying to accomplish. They can contain lettered 
sub-operatives to add more detail. For even more specific clauses, you may include lower 
case roman numerals for sub-clauses to the sub-operatives. Operative statements begin 
with an underlined verb conjugated in the third person, singular form, like "suggests" or 
"calls upon.” Operatives are ended with semi-colons, except for the final operative clause, 
which is ended with a period. Sub-operatives and sub-clauses are ended with commas. 
Chairs will be looking for clauses that will take effective and feasible action; this means 
having the adequate information and detail woven throughout to make your ideas and 
solutions viable for actual implementation in the real world.  

 

***Note: A signatory does not necessarily agree with the amendment – his or her signature 
merely allows the amendment to be submitted for consideration. The amendments you 
sign as a signatory do not reflect your policy, but rather your interest and cooperation in 
maintaining discussion. Signatories differ from sponsors in this regard.  

 



		
	 	

Sample	Resolution	
Sponsor: United Kingdom  
Committee: General Assembly  
Topic: Peacekeeping Reform  
 

Solutions to the Question Regarding UN Peacekeeping Reform 
General Assembly, 
  
Recognizing the forty-nine missions that the UN has embarked upon and learning from the successes and 
failures of each one,  
Recalling the conferences of the past, such as the Declaration on the Prevention and Removal of 
Disputes... (1988), that provided a framework as to how the UN has come to be able to command its 
Peacekeeping forces,  
Agreeing for all nations to abide by the doctrines decided upon in this resolution,  
Wishing to see more member states willingly donate troops to the UN Peacekeeping effort; 

  1. Provides funding for the needed training improvements through:  

a. donations from willing nations and willing Non-Governmental Organizations such as the UN General 
Fund and World Bank, 

b.  b. utilizing the reserve fund created by resolution A/47/832, 
c.  c. funneling a portion of UN funding directly toward these improvements;  

  2. Recommends further development of the UN standby force, a.k.a. the Rapid Deployment Force (RDF), 
focusing specifically on the areas of:  

a. getting all nations to sign on to its benevolent ideals,  
b. compiling data from participating nations such as:  

i. major equipment,   
ii. organization, 

  iii. level of self-sufficiency, 

iv. movement,  

      c. eventually utilizing this dynamic force; 

3. Desires to see the UN intervene with the use of force only in matters of the utmost priority.  

 



	 	

Amendments		
Because LAIMUN XXIII is a docket-style debate, this means that the primary element 
of committee will be crafting amendments to alter the resolutions on the table so that 
they are universally agreed upon and able to pass a vote to be put into action. For this, 
delegates should be versed in how they are written.  

   

Sample Amendment   
Amendment to Resolution C/3   
Sponsors: Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Morocco, Chad  
Topic: Tuberculosis  
Committee: FAO    
 
1. Deletes operative 2;  
2. Changes operative 4 to read:  
  4. Recognizes the importance of research and development, especially:  

a. the development of new tuberculosis drugs,   
b. and the investigation of gene therapy. 

� 

Key Points:  

• Pre-ambulatory clauses cannot be amended.   
• If you want to add, edit, or delete sub-operatives you must re-write the entire 

operative with the new changes included.   
• The necessary number of sponsors and signatories per amendment is at the 

discretion of the chairs of each committee.   
• The purpose of pre-written resolutions is to give an idea of delegate's research 

and some of their solution ideas. Your amendments should show the chairs all of 
your solution ideas, those of your caucus group, your ability to work 
constructively with other delegates, and your grasp of the topics. Hopefully, you 
will conduct further research after the resolutions are turned in, and will bring 
fresh, innovative ideas to committee, as well as those ideas presented in your 
resolutions. Be realistic, be specific, and most importantly, be on policy.  



	

Delegate	Guide	 	LAIMUN	XXIII	What	to	Expect	in	Committee	

The First Session  

For all committees excluding certain Specialized, the first session of debate will consist 
of one minute speeches from delegates wishing to speak without comments or questions 
for the sake of efficiency. One unmoderated caucus will be entertained in the first session 
as well. After the first session, however, the floor will be open for points and motions by 
delegates to alter the mode of debate following parliamentary procedure.  

	Plagiarism  

Delegates who are found guilty of plagiarizing will be ineligible for committee awards. Any 
delegates found with pre-written amendments to resolutions will face the same fate. The 
advisors of wrong-doing delegates will be notified as well, and these offenses will be 
tabulated into the running tally for delegation awards. Honesty and integrity are core 
foundations of LAIMUN XXIII, and breaches of these principles are taken seriously.  

 
Dockets  

Dockets will be scored by members of the dais and will be returned to delegates on 
the day of committee with comments attached. This feedback aims to help 
delegates understand shortcomings and how to improve for following conferences 
and experiences in debate.  

	Professionalism  

All delegates receive in their score tabulations an inherent 5 point boost for their 
diplomacy and professionalism. However, these may be subtracted if a delegate’s 
behavior or actions do not follow the general guidelines of diplomacy. Reasons for a 
subtraction include but are not limited to: failure to dress professionally, failure to 
follow parliamentary procedure, or failure to act courteously to other delegates.  

	
Attire  

Delegates are required to dress in Western Business Attire for all sessions of LAIMUN 
XXIII. Failure to dress appropriately will result in deductions of diplomacy points, and if 
severe enough, a delegate may be asked to change his or her clothing in order to 
continue participating in debate.  


